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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 
Hare is withdrawn as ineligible prior art due to a previously filed and approved 
declaration by a previous examiner. All pending claims 1-11 were examined in 
this non-final office action necessitated by new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barnes (Paper #20081016, US 5,970,475) in view of Stroh (US 7,155,409). 

Barnes teaches a system and methods that enable corporate purchasers to 
purchase products and service online from suppliers based on approved supplier 
catalogs consistent with agreement/contracts between partners. Barnes further 
teaches: 

• Regarding claim 1 . accessing a database containing variable elements of 
an on-line catalog, the elements including items suppliable by a vendor; 
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supplier catalog server uses Active Server Pages to dynamically create 
HTML catalog pages using data from its resident SQL Server database, 
(note: catalogs contain product price, descriptions); Barnes: see at least 
Fig. 3; Fig. 5 (12); col. 19, lines 52-58. 
• Regarding claim 1 . Barnes teaches all the above as noted under the 
103(a) rejection and teaches i) constructing an electronic catalog having 
one or more pages by selecting elements to be included in the pages, and 
intrinsic terms (e.g. pricing), supplier catalog server uses Active Server 
Pages to dynamically create HTML catalog pages using data from its 
resident SQL Server database. By evaluating the buyer's profile, the 
Supplier Catalog Server displays catalog information and pricing specific 
to the buyer's organization using a template (see at least col. 19, lines 52- 
58) and ii) specifying a level of authorization for approval of acquisitions of 
goods/services from a catalog based on a user's profile, the catalog 
containing information regarding supplier's goods/services (e.g. pricing) 
based on the organization's profile submitted to the supplier and 
negotiated agreement between the partners (see at least col. 4, lines 5- 
26). Although Barnes does not mention and providing commercial terms 
applicable to the included elements, where the selecting and providing 
steps are performed consistent with contract terms between the 
purchasing entity and the vendor, wherein said commercial terms include 
both intrinsic terms and extrinsic terms, Stroh on the other hand teaches a 
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system and methods used by trading partners (e.g. importer/buyer and 
exporter/seller) to trade goods based on national and international trade 
practices. Stroh teaches for an importer using products coming from a 
catalog with specific descriptions, parts numbers and per piece prices 
(note: price is an intrinsic term) quoted in advance, a purchase order is in 
the control of the importer, and can accurately be constructed to reflect the 
terms and conditions under which the importer wishes to buy goods (see 
at least col. 12, lines 20-30. Stroh further teaches combining intrinsic 
terms and extrinsic terms: 

i. constructing a purchase order to reflect the terms and 
conditions under which the buyer wishes to buy goods (note 
interpretation: commercial terms of the buyer) (see at least 
col. 12, lines 20-30); 

ii. incorporating particulars and agreements into a purchase 
order furnished by the buyer (see at least col. 13, lines 51- 
57; col. 15, lines 15-34). 

iii. embodying sales agreement or purchase agreement 
documents with a purchase order; such sales agreements 
including for example: law clauses specifying laws applicable 
to the offer and acceptance cycles, laws of the state of a 
national or supernational territory (e.g. USA), international 
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treaty for trade transactions (see at least col. 22, lines 28-59) 

(note: all are extrinsic terms); and 
iv. computer implemented purchase orders with relevant sales 

agreement terms (see at least col. 39, lines 42-47). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the system and methods of 
Barnes to incorporate intrinsic and extrinsic terms into a purchase order as 
taught by Stroh in order to implement national and international trade 
practices when importing/exporting goods. 
Barnes and Stroh further teach and suggest: 

• Regarding claim 1 . providing electronic access to the catalog to users 
authorized by the purchasing entity; procurement system serves to 
authorized users to display the catalog. Barnes: see at least col. 8, 
lines 36-38. 

• Regarding claim 1 . providing an interface to one or more documents 
that an authorized user can access, which one or more documents 
include the commercial terms applicable to a set of elements the user 
may wish to select; Rejection based on the teachings and rationale of 
obviousness as noted above for claim 1 . Barnes constructs the catalog 
based on buyer-seller agreements and Stroh teaches how to 
incorporate intrinsic and extrinsic terms. Stroh: see at least Fig. 11c; 
col. 28, lines 23-col. 29, line 6; Tables 1-11. 



Application/Control Number: 10/052,900 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3625 

• Regarding claim 1 . providing a selected page of the catalog to the user 
in response to user input; uses web browser to search and make 
selections; templates used to determine which pages are presented. 
Barnes: see at least col. 7, lines 25-43; col. 8, lines 36-39; col. 18, line 
42-45. 

• Regarding claim 1 . forwarding an order to a vendor for fulfillment 
wherein the order includes the intrinsic and extrinsic terms reguired to 
satisfy the order . Rejection is based on the teachings and rationale as 
already noted above. 

• Regarding claims 2-1 1 . Rejections are based on teachings and 
rationale noted above and additional teachings by Barnes and Barnes 
in combination with Stroh. Specific to reporting and tracking:Barnes. 
Specific to fees: ACH charges buyers transaction fees based on 
purchase orders. Barnes: see at least col. 9, lines 60-65. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert M. Pond whose telephone number is 
571-272-6760. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mr. Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 



/Robert M. Pond/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 

October 8, 2009 



